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Reconnect'mg the East Side

Communtty Advisory Group
Meeting #3

Refine the Vision for US-71

Wednesday, October 8, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

THANK YOU TO OUR HOST!

Mary Williams-Neal Community Center
3801 Emanuel Cleaver Il Boulevard, Kansas City, MO 64130
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Community Advisory Group Goals

» Shepherding the Reconnecting the East Side project

* Helping gain community consensus related to how best to
improve US-71

» Addressing the 1985 Federal Consent Decree
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Communitty Advisory Group Members

* Darrell Curls, 5t District  Eastern 49/63
at Large City Councilperson * Noble and Gregory Ridge /
* Ryana Parks-Shaw, My Reglon Wins
Mayor Pro Tem » Marlborough Community
» Christian Tabernacle Church Coalition
e BikeWalk KC e Urban Summit

 Town Fork Creek Neighborhood * Justice and Dlgnlty Center
» Blue Hills Neighborhood * Southtown Council
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Today’'s Agenda

 Introductions T s

Reconnecting the

* Presentation EAST SIDE
O B a C kg ro u n d Prioritizini.s-afety a:d‘:onnection
o Draft Project Purpose and Needs OF JORC
o Additional Community Goals
o Visions to Consider

* Initial Alternatives Discussion
° Eva lu a t i'o n c r.lte r i'a ACt i"’i'ty Reconnecting the East Side involves not only
PY N ext St e p S le':conlc’:mic, s):)cial, residentia;,J civic, ;n\SVI

spiritual connections.

Safety and consideration of areas of influence
and impact are essential elements within the
US-71 Corridor.
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Study Area

* Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. on the north

MLK Jr Blvd

e { LEGEND
e 85th Street on the south i 1| = -
Area of
* Paseo Boulevard on the west riflice
» Swope Parkway on the east Areaof

Effect

75th St
[—
Previously
Impacted
Properties




KANSAS
CITY
lllll

EAST SIDE

The Process

Phase 1 -
Planning and
Environmental

Linkages (PEL) Study

Phase 2 -
Federal Consent
Decree

* Federal Consent

Plannin
J Decree process

Purpose and Need
Inttial Alternatives
Refined Alternatives

Phase 3 -
NEPA and
Conceptual Design*

e Further refined
alternatives

*Phase 3 may commence
(f the Federal Consent
Decree (s amended
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Project Partners

* Collaborating with the East Stde Communtty,
Project Ambassadors, Communitty Advisory
Group, and Technical Advisory Group, the project
team (s ensuring technical expertise and
communtty priorities are integrated into the
project’s development and implementation.
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Purpose of the Project
Project Needs
Additional Communtty Goals



(N

KANSAS
CITY
lllll’

EAST SIDE

Project Needs (DRAFT)

* Improve safety: The US-71 Corridor crash rate is twice the
statewide average and has a high number of fatal and serious
Lnjury crashes.

* Enhance multimodal access and mobility: The US-71
Corridor is a barrier for east-west multimodal access and
mobillity in the Study Area.

» Reduce congestion: The US-71 Corridor is congested during
peak hours and impacts Study Area residents tn multiple ways.



m

Reconnecting the

Public Works Department

Purpose of the Project (DRAFT)

The purpose of the Reconnecting the East Side
project s to address safety, multimodal access

and mobllity, and congestion challenges on the
US-71 corridor.
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Additional Community Goals (DRAFT)

 Address the existing effects of US-71 Highway on nearby
properties and residents.

o Promote opportunities for economic development and affordable housing
that builds on existing efforts and makes US-71 a neighborhood amenity
and regional destination.

o Address public health issues.
* Implement feasible and cost-effective solutions.

* Develop stronger partnership with the local community so that
corridor improvements reflect community priorities.
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* Your Inttial Alternatives for a reimagined US-71
* Mapping and analyslts

12
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No-Build Alternative

(Community Summit #2)

EAST SIDE

Focus and Programming

« Address maintenance and safety
lssues as a series of improvements

funded via the City and/or MoDOT's
capttal improvement budgets

Improvements
Brush cleanup

Trash pick up
Pothole fixes ; - e
Sign improvements ¢ Guardratls s

Roadway striping
Streetlighting
Signal timing
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C'I'F'Y EAST SIDE e What do you think about
US-71?
-

Build Alternative Let’s .
(Community Summit #2) Reimagine It!

* If you could REIMAGINE US-71, what
would you do with it?

« What SPECIFIC improvements or
changes would you make? Where?

« Examples might involve improvements for
motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, mobility
device users, transit riders, safety, land use,
green space, housing, economic development,
public health, education, and/or other issues.

« HOW do you envision the work being
done? WHO is involved with t?
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Build Alternatives Explored

at Meetings and Online

(June - August 2025)

ReconnectEastSide.com
Community Summit 2

Netghborhood listening sessions,
e.g., at 3" and 5% District Meetings

Creative Day Arts

Zoo Mobile Animal Safart — Southeast
Branch of the Kansas City Public Library

City Hall (rotunda)

Juneteenth Heritage Festival

Blue Hills Park Resource Fair

Water Services Department (lobby)

Club KC Night Swim

Citadel Neighborhood Community Resource
and Connectivity Ice Cream Social

Club KC Mayor Night Hoops
Operation Backpack (Swope Park)
Concerned Clergy

KC 360

Tri-Blenhetm Health and Wellness Fair

Washington Wheatley Neighborhood
Communtty Resource Fatr

816 Day and All That Jazz
Key Coalition Neighborhood Family Fun Day
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Three Visions for US-71

* Freeway: Turning US-71 into a traditional freeway with
overpasses, interchanges, fewer traffic signals, and more.

 Parkway/Boulevard: Transforming US-71 into a parkway/
boulevard with traffic signals, bridges, and other
Lmprovements.

* Return-to-Grid: Taking away US-71 completely and
reconstructing the neighborhoods’ origtnal street network.
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Inttial Alternatives

* Key Features
 Constderations

* East-West Connectuvity

* Potentlal Development

* Closer Look with Options

* Nelighborhood Connectivity
» Potential Intertim Solutions

Reconnecting the

EAST SIDE

* Precedents

FREEWAY

‘CONSIDERATIONS
~PURPOSE - NEED (DRAFT)

KEY FEATURES
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Three Visions for US-71

Alternatives include enhancements such as pedestrian,

bicycle, transit infrastructure, lighting, art, recreational
features, overpasses, underpasses, and/or land bridges, as well
as the development of attatnable housing and locally-owned
businesses, that serve the needs of East Side neighborhoods.
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Underpass

Campbell City, MO

S e

Freeway
Alternatives

OPTION A - DEPRESSED FREEWAY

R Depressed Highway

1-670, Kansas City

PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT Us-71 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT .
AVE DEVELOPMENT AVE EXISTING PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT*  US-T1  POTENTIAL DEVELOP.* CHESTNUT
EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY DEVELOPMENT AVE DEVELOPMENT (-155-200 FT) (-130-195 FT) AVE
EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY * Except at Inarchanges

OPTION B - AT-GRADE

d Connec
PR S

- 1 ol 1 A 1 & B

PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT Us-71 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT
AVE DEVELOPMENT AVE

EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY

OPTION C - OVERHEAD VIADUCT

Land Bridge
Klyde Warren Park, Dallas

| -

Ib—

PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT Us-71 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT
AVE DEVELOPMENT AVE

EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY
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Parkway/Boulevard |
Alternatives

OPTION A - EAST ALIGNED

Ward Parkway

Kansas Cit

“m’

US-71 (8LVD)

PROSPECT
US-71(BLVD)

EXISTING PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT * US-71 POTENTIAL DEV. CHESTNUT
PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT US-71 (BLVD) POTENTIAL CHESTNUT DEVELOPMENT AVE DEVELOPMENT (-250-315 FT) (~10-55FT)  AVE
AVE DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT: AVE EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY R b

EXISTING US 71 RIGHT OF WAY
Neighborhood Connectivity

v e -

OPTION B - CENTERED

PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT US-71 (BLVD) POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT
AVE DEVELOPMENT AVE
EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY o
Octavia Blvd.
OPTION C - MULTIWAY .
San Francisco
o
PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL Us-71 POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT
DEVELOPMENT (MULTIWAY) AVE

AVE DEVELOPMENT
EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY
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LPURPOSES ONLY .
Blue Hills
%‘ /- z; BIKE LANES

Return-to-Grid =] Rl
Alternatives s

5
!
|
|
l
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|
}
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SIDEWALK
ETWORK

MONTGALL

OPTION A - RETURN TO GRID

South Hyde Park
Kansas City

&
: : J EXISTING PROSPECT EXISTING  POTENTIAL DEV.* MONTGALL  POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT *  CHESTNUT
PROSPECT EXISTING POTENTIAL MONTGALL POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHESTNUT DEVELOPMENT AVE DEVELOPMENT (-175FT)  (RESTORED) (-230FT) AVE
AVE DEVELORMENT DEVEEOEMENT. (FORMER US 71) AVE EXISTING US-71 RIGHT OF WAY * Bxcopt atnterchanges
PR R N etgh bor hood Con nect lVlty

East Blue Valley
Kansas City

FOR ILLUSTRATIVE
PURPOSES ONLY & ;
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Freeway
Alternatives

Regional
Traffic Diversions '

LEGEND

"= Area of Influence
Area of Potential Effect

Vokume Comparison to 2050 No-Bulld
W Increase 30 - 504%

W increase 15 - 30% —
W (ncrease 1-15%

BN Decrease - Increase

W Decrease 1-15%

M Decrease 15 - 30%

W Decrease 30 - 504%

Decrease 5 -17%

How will traffic patterns
change with each

(]
alternatiwve? T
3 o Return-to-Grid i A Parkway/Boulevard = e A
Alternatives N Alternatives [ireser—22%] N
Removing US-71 and reconstructing LEGEND Transforming US-71 into a parkway LEGEND
the original street network R R or boulevard = Area of Influence

Area of Potential Effect Area of Potential Effect

> Volume Comparison to 2050 No-8uild
W Increase 30 -50+%

W Increase 15-30% —
W increase 1-15%

B Decrease - Increase =
W Decrease 1-15%

NN Decrease 15 -30%

N Decrease 30 - 50+%

Volume Comparison to 2050 No-Bulld
W Increase 30 - 50+%

] W increase 15 - 30% —_
W increase 1-15%

W Decrease - Increase

NN Decrease 1-15%

W Docrease 15 - 30%

NN Decrease 30 - 504%

Decrease 3% - Increase 1%

_ln:tcncA -18%

Increase 9 - 24%
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Potential Interim e
Improvements e

< B FROM US-71

e
o
.
—
=

 Short-term safety improvements include
improved signal timings for pedestrians, 8 7 4
brush clearing to improve visibility, advanced g Gy
warning signing, improved overhead S Mo
lighting, or high contrast pavement A

markings.

BLVD/PKWY BETWEEN 75TH + MEYER
& e B

* Potential removal of existing right-in, right-
out intersections of 539, 57t", 60t and 69,

 Pedestrian overpasses at high-volume
pedestrian crossings.

* Improvements at high crash locations (Meyer
to 75t)
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Evaluation Criteria (DRAFT)

* Project Needs * Environmental
« Safety » Social Environment
« East-West Multimodal Access and * Built Environment
Connectivity * Natural Environment
» Corridor Congestion o Engineering
o Community Goals » Constructability and Design
 Economic Revitalization Cornplexﬂy ,
. Public Health  Estimated Construction and

Assoclated Costs
» System Resliliency and Maintenance
» Systemwide Network Impacts
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» Refined alternatives
* Contlinued communtty engagement
* Consent decree

25
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7)) efined Alternatives
Next Steps @ "

Now through Winter 2026  ,_

g Project Ambassador Coordination

Reconnecting the

EAST SIDE =
WE WANT.TO Zs  Community + Technical Advisory Group Meetings (fall 2025)

HEAR FROM YOU!

l‘- Listening Sessions with Neighborhoods and Others (on-going)

Community Summit #4 — Refined Alternatives
(Winter 2026)
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Phase 2 Next Steps

Implementing a preferred alternative for
US-71 requires modifying or dissolving
the 1985 Federal Consent Decree. We
cannot do it without you!

—
PHASE 2

Addressing Consent Decree

B Oct ‘25-Dec ‘26

UPDATES

» Federal Consent
Decree Process
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www.ReconnectEastSide.com

& English v

! KANSAS

Home Learn More Get Involved Events History News Subscribe Q, search

Reconnecting the East Side Engagement Map

This Engagement Map allows East Side audiences to share their issues and feedback about land use, green space, housing, i t, public health,
Reconnecting the education, traffic safety, transit, and other issues. This information will help to inform the ongoing work of the R ing the East Side project.
E AST Sl D E Zoom in and navigate to a spot on the map you would like to indicate where you would like to share your issue or feedback. Click 'Add Marker' to drop your marker in the
Prioritizing Safety and Connection correct category to indicate where you would like to share your issue or idea. You can also upload photos.

Click the Information (i) icon just below to learn more about the marker categories.
Click the Question Mark (?) icon just below to leam more about how to interact with this Engagement Map.

Refine the Vision
of US-71 e e

B @

Learn More Get Involved Events Subscribe Contact Us

148 confributions so far

We are envisioning a safer, more e
equitable, accessible, and connected E'E‘)lyl‘:rlﬁlllelTY
future, together.
SUMMIT# 3
Reconnecting the East Side is not just a physi but i
social, resi ial, civic, and spiri ion — not from one side of the

highway to the other, but from the past to the future.

Focused on providing safe ion i for the the ing the East Side project Refine the Vision

also aims to address some of the long-standing issues created when US-71 Highway construction divided

neighborhoods, from Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard on the north to 85" Street on the south and from Paseo Review initial altenatives and refine the
Boulevard on the west and Swope Parkway on the east. visioins for Reconnecting the East Side

Led by Kansas City. in partnership with the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) and the Mid-America
Regional Council (MARC), this project is about more than roads — it is about physically restoring the heart of the
East Side, by listening to its residents, identifying early action projects, and framing a long-term vision that can be
implemented over the coming years.

' Refine the Vision Here! |
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Missouri Department of Transportation anticipates incorporating recommendations made
as part of the PEL study into future NEPA studies, per Title 23 of the US Code, Part 168.
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